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CONFIDENTIAL BONN 08320 
E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: MASS, MPOL, NATO, PO, GW 
SUBJECT: FRG TANKS FOR PORTUGAL 

REF: USNMR SHAPE DTG 1 10845Z MAY 77 

1 . I GREATLY APPRECIATE GENERAL HAIG'S 

INCISIVE MESSAGE CONCERNING FRG TANKS FOR PORTUGAL (REF- 

TEL). IF WE BELIEVE THAT PORTUGAL URGENTLY REQUIRES MODERN TANKS 

FOR ITS NATO-COMMITTED BRIGADE, THERE APPEARS TO BE NO 

OTHER SOLUTION THAN ACCEPTING 18 M48A2 TANKS FROM THE FRG 

AND PROVIDING 18 M48A5 TANKS FROM THE FRONT OF THE 

ANNISTON PRODUCTION LINE. 

2. THUS, I WOULD WELCOME INSTRUCTIONS ALONG THE LINES OF 
THOSE PROPOSED IN PARA 4 OF GENERAL HAIG'S MESSAGE. 
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